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I t  h a s  b e e n  b r i l l i a n t  t o  b e  w a r m  a t
b r e a k t i m e  s o  I  c a n  e n j o y  p l a y i n g

w i t h  m y  f r i e n d s

Y e a r  7 ,  j a c k e t ,  h a t  a n d  g l o v e s

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

A n d  a  h u g e  t h a n k  y o u  t o  a l l  o f  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n t i n u i n g
s u p p o r t  w h i c h  a l l o w s  S p o n s o r s t a r s  t o  k e e p  h e l p i n g
c h i l d r e n  w h o s e  f a m i l i e s  a r e  s t r u g g l i n g  t o  f i n d  e n o u g h
s p a r e  m o n e y  t o  g i v e  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  e v e r y t h i n g  t h e y
n e e d  t o  e n h a n c e  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .

A n d  i f  y o u  h a v e n ’ t  d o n a t e d  t o  S p o n s o r s t a r s  y e t ,  p l e a s e
t h i n k  a b o u t  h o w  a  m o d e s t  m o n t h l y  o r  o n e - o f f  d o n a t i o n
c a n  m a k e  a  h u g e  d i f f e r e n c e .

E m a i l :  a d m i n @ s p o n s o r s t a r s  i f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e
c o n t r i b u t e  t o  a  y o u n g  p e r s o n ’ s  s c h o o l  e x p e r i e n c e .



page 3

J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 4

3 NEW TRUSTEES ON BOARD
T h i s  s c h o o l  y e a r  w e  w e l c o m e  3  n e w  t r u s t e e s  o n t o  o u r  b o a r d  –  t w o  o f
w h o m ,  S i a n  T h o m p s o n  a n d  J o h a n n a  G e o r g e  a r e  t e a c h e r s  a n d  h a v e  d i r e c t
e x p e r i e n c e  o f  w o r k i n g  i n  s c h o o l s  a n d  k n o w i n g  w h a t  e a c h  c h i l d  n e e d s  t o
m a x i m i s e  t h e i r  l e a r n i n g .

JOHANNA GEORGE

Johanna is a passionate and dedicated Assistant
Headteacher at a London Primary School, with decades
of experience. She is committed to ensuring all children
receive opportunities to enable them to reach their
potential. As a working teacher, Johanna understands
the importance and positive impact of basic
requirements such as access to healthy food and school
uniform, on a child’s life and future opportunities.

SIAN THOMPSON

Sian worked in a variety of teaching and educational
roles in Inner City London schools before retiring in
2022. With nearly forty years teaching experience, she
has a deep understanding of the importance of
education in the early years and at all subsequent
levels and how opportunities impact the life chances
of children. Sian is passionate about using her wide
and relevant experience to enhance the life chances of
the children supported by Sponsorstars.

FIONA THOMPSON

Fiona enjoyed a working life in television, as a writer, BBC
producer and director, though volunteering in her
children’s primary school gave her just as much
enjoyment and satisfaction.
She is thankful for an education that gave her choice
and opportunity and wants to work towards making
that true for every child.



Q & A WITH FIONA THOMPSON, NEW TRUSTEE

W h y  d i d  y o u  w a n t  t o  g e t  i n v o l v e d ?

I t ’ s  a  n e w  c h a l l e n g e  a n d  n i c e  t o  g i v e  a  l i t t l e  b i t  b a c k .  I
a m  s o  g r a t e f u l  f o r  m y  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i t
g a v e  m e .  T h e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  d o n a t i o n s  t o
c h i l d r e n  l i v i n g  i n  p o v e r t y  c o u l d  m a k e  s u c h  a  d i f f e r e n c e
i s  s h o c k i n g ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  y o u  r e a d  t h e  i m p a c t
s t a t e m e n t s .

C h r i s t m a s  W i s h ?

T h a t  t h e  N e w  Y e a r  b r i n g s  s e c u r e  h o m e s  t o  t h o s e
c h i l d r e n  a n d  f a m i l i e s  d o n ’ t  h a v e  o n e .
A n d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  m a n y  m o r e  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d
c o r p o r a t i o n s  c o m e  f o r w a r d  a n d  d o n a t e  t o  S p o n s o r s t a r s .

W h a t  d i d  y o u  l i k e  b e s t  a b o u t  y o u r  s c h o o l  d a y s ?

I  w a s  s o  l u c k y  a n d  h a d  s o m e  g r e a t  t e a c h e r s ,  m a n y  o f
w h o m  b e c a m e  f r i e n d s ,  a n d  I  s t i l l  g o  t o  t h e  t h e a t r e  w i t h
t h e m  4 0  y e a r s  a f t e r  l e a v i n g .
B u t  I  s t i l l  s t r u g g l e  t o  c a l l  t h e m  b y  t h e i r  f i r s t  n a m e s  a n d
o f t e n  c a l l  t h e m  M r s  B r o w n ,  o r  M r  S m i t h .  O r  e v e n  w o r s e ,
“ S i r ” .
W i t h o u t  t h e  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  f r o m  t h e m  I  w o u l d  n e v e r
h a v e  d o n e  s o  w e l l  a t  s c h o o l .
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WHEN YOU WISH UPON A STAR 

T h i s  C h r i s t m a s  w e  o r g a n i s e d  a  f u n d - r a i s i n g  i d e a
w h e r e b y  w e  p l a c e d  C h r i s t m a s  t r e e s  i n  c l a s s r o o m s ,
a n d  f o r  a  d o n a t i o n  c h i l d r e n  c a n  m a k e  a  C h r i s t m a s
w i s h  a n d  h a n g  a  s t a r  o n  t h e  t r e e .
T h o s e  “ g o o d  w i s h e s ”  a d d e d  u p  t o  b i g  w i s h e s  f o r
c h i l d r e n  w h o s e  s t o c k i n g s  m i g h t  n o t  b e  v e r y  f u l l  t h i s
s e a s o n .
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C h r i s t m a s  2 0 2 3  m a y
n o t  b e  v e r y  m e r r y
f o r  m a n y  l i v i n g  i n
p o v e r t y  a s  t h e
n u m b e r  o f  p e o p l e
e x p e r i e n c i n g
d e s t i t u t i o n  h a s
i n c r e a s e d  1 4 8 %
f r o m  2 0 1 7 - 2 0 2 2 *

S t a t i s t i c  f r o m  t h e  J o s e p h  R o w n t r e e   F o u n d a t i o n



WHEN YOU WISH UPON A STAR 

.
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W h y  n o t  g e t  i n v o l v e d  a n d  g e t  y o u r  c l a s s r o o m ,
o f f i c e ,  o r  p l a c e  o f  w o r k  t o  d o  a  D I Y  “ W h e n  Y o u
W i s h  U p o n  A  S t a r ”  f o r  S p o n s o r s t a r s  n e x t  y e a r ?



CHRISTMAS SPECIAL DELIVERY! 

T h i s  y e a r ,  w e  o n c e  a g a i n  c o o r d i n a t e d  a  s p e c i a l
C h r i s t m a s  d e l i v e r y  f o r  a l l  t h e  s c h o o l s  t h a t  h a v e
e n r o l l e d  w i t h  u s .  T a k e  a  l o o k  a t  o u r  v o l u n t e e r s  i n
a c t i o n ,  d i l i g e n t l y  p a c k i n g  w a r m  s o c k s  a n d  g l o v e s  t o
b e  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  e v e r y  s t u d e n t  i n  o u r  p r o g r a m .
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L i n k e d I n :
h t t p s : / / w w w . l i n k e d i n . c o m / c o m p a n y / s p o n s o r s t a r s u k /

Follow us on social media!

F a c e b o o k :  w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / S p o n s o r s t a r s . o r g /

L I K E

FO L LOW
SHAR E

I n s t a g r a m :  @ s p o n s o r s t a r s

T w i t t e r :  t w i t t e r . c o m / s p o n s o r s t a r s
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PLEASE DO GET IN TOUCH IF YOU THINK YOU
MAY BE ABLE TO HELP 

CALL US ON: 0203 745 2475 
EMAIL US AT: ADMIN@SPONSORSTARS.ORG

GET INVOLVED! 

Volunteer with us and use

your valuable skills for a

meaningful cause!


